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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Applicants brief was received on 5/14/2007, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1,3-16, 24, 26 and 30 - 40 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments (see Appeal Brief 5/1 4/2007) with respect to claims 1,3- 
16, 24, 26 and 30 - 40 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1,3- 16, 24, 30, 32, 33, 37, 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pauschinger etaL (U.S. Patent No. 6,978,255). 

Referring to claim 9, Pauschinger discloses a consumable monitoring system 
comprising: 

a database (see Fig. 1, data center 100, data banl< 110) configured to store 
information regarding a plurality of consumables usable to form hard images {see Fig. 
1, thermal transfer inking ribbon cassette 9 [column 6, lines 36 - 41]), wherein the stored 



Application/Control Number: 09/932,631 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

information for an individual one of the consumables includes a stored consumable 
identifier which identifies the respective consumable {column 4, lines? - 10 wherein the 
code word identifying a specific consumable is stored within data bank 110 and column 
4, lines 18 - 21 wherein the group of code words stored within data bank 1 10 is 
analogous to information regarding a plurality of consumables), and a stored party 
identifier utilized to identify a proper party associated with the respective consumable 
(column 3, lines 60 - 64 wherein the consumable is associated with and recognized by 
an identifier [i.e. code word] of the authorized manufacturer of the consumable), 

an interface (see Figs. 1 and 2 wherein postage meter machine 1 is connected to 
data center 100 and data bank 1 10 via data connection 14 using a modem 13) adapted 
to receive information regarding a consumable to be verified including a received 
consumable identifier which identifies the consumable to be verified and a received 
party identifier utilized to Identify the proper party associated with the consumable to be 
verified (column 1, lines 17-20, column 6, line 63 - column 7, line 2, column 8, lines 42 
-44 and 46-55), 

processing circuitry (see Fig. 2, microcomputer 19, data center 100 [column 11, 
lines 65 - 67]) configured to compare the received consumable identifier with the stored 
consumable identifiers (column 4, lines 18 - 31) and to compare the received party 
identifier with the stored party identifier of a respective one of the consumables 
corresponding to the received consumable identifier (column 3, line 50 - column 4, line 
31 wherein the data center 100 prevents the use on "unallowed consumables" from 
non-authorized manufacturers by authenticating whether the consumable is from a 
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properly authorized manufacturer, based upon the transmitted reference code word 
specific to the consumable, such that an inherent comparison must be made between 
the received consumable's code word identifying its manufacturer and the stored code 
words of consumables within data bank 110 in order to determine counterfeiting), and 

wherein the processing circuitry is configured to control outputting of a 
communication responsive to the received party identifier not matching the stored party 
identifier of the respective consumable {column 3, lines 51 - 56 wherein the definition of 
"unallowed consumables" as those pirated products from other manufacturers is 
analogous to consumables of unauthorized parties) and wherein the communication 
indicates the failure of the received party identifier to match the stored party identifier of 
the respective consumable (see Figs. 1 and 2 wherein a message is displayed on user 
interface 4 [column 4, lines 38 - 40, 43 - 45, 49 - 55, column 5, lines 25 - 34 and 41 - 
49] and see column 3, lines 7 - 20, column 10, lines 39 - 43 and 62 - 67 wherein 
various notification methods are utilized to communicate detection of an unauthorized 
consumable and even the source of the offense, such methods including notifications 
on the manufacturer's end as well as the unauthorized user's end). 

Referring to claim 10, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to forward the communication comprising a message 
to the proper party associated with the respective consumable responsive to the 
comparisons {column 3, lines 7 - 20, column 10, lines 39 - 43 and 62 - 67 wherein 
various notification methods are utilized to communicate detection of an unauthorized 
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consumable and even the source of the offense, such methods including notifications 
on the manufacturer's end as well as the unauthorized user's end). 

Referring to claim 11, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to fonward the communication comprising a command 
to disable at least one operation of an image forming device coupled with the 
consumable to be verified responsive to the comparison {column 10, lines 39 - 43 and 
column 11, lines 39 - 58). 

Referring to claim 12, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to fonA/ard the communication comprising a warning 
message to an image forming device coupled with the consumable to be verified 
responsive to the comparison (see Figs. 1 and 2 wherein a message is displayed on 
user interface 4 [column 4, lines 38 - 40, 43 - 45, 49 - 55, column 5, lines 25 - 34 and 
41-49]). 

Referring to claim 13, Pauschinger discloses the system further comprising a 
memory device, and wherein the processing circuitry is configured to fonA/ard the 
received consumable identifier, the received party identifier, and date and time 
information regarding the reception of the received consumable identifier end the 
received party identifier to the memory device for storage {column 2, lines 44-61 
wherein the data center inherently stores the date and time at which the consumable 
was installed in order to determine time limits for regeneration of the specific 
consumables' reference codes in order to prevent unauthorized use). 
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Referring to claim 14, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
interface is adapted to receive the information regarding the consumable to be verified 
including the received party identifier comprising a received device identifier which 
identifies the image forming device which communicated the information and wherein 
the database is configured to store the stored party Identifiers comprising at least one 
stored device identifier which identifies an image forming device associated with the 
proper party for the respective consumable and wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to compare the received device identifier with the stored device identifier to 
compare the received party identifier with the stored party identifier {column 3, lines 7- 
20, column 10, lines 39 - 43 and 62-67 wherein various notification methods are 
utilized to communicate detection of an unauthorized consumable and the source [i.e. 
image forming device] of the offense). 

Referring to claim 15, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
database is configured to store the stored party identifier comprising a plurality of stored 
device identifiers which identify a plurality of image forming devices associated with the 
proper party of the respective consumable, and wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to compare the received party identifier comprising a received device 
identifier with the stored device identifiers {column 3, line 50 -column 4, line 31 wherein 
the data center 100 prevents the use on "unallowed consumables" from non-authorized 
manufacturers by authenticating whether the consumable is from a properly authorized 
manufacturer, based upon the transmitted reference code word specific to the 
consumable, such that an inherent comparison must be made between the received 
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consumable's code word identifying its manufacturer and the stored code words of 
consumables within data bank 110 in order to determine counterfeiting). 

Referring to claim 16, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
interface is adapted to receive the information regarding the consumable to be verified 
including the received party identifier which directly identifies the proper party of the 
respective consumable {column 3, line 50 - column 4, line 31 wherein the data center 
100 prevents the use on "unallowed consumables" from non-authorized manufacturers 
by authenticating whether the consumable is from a properly authorized manufacturer, 
based upon the transmitted reference code word specific to the consumable, such that 
an inherent comparison must be made between the received consumable's code word 
identifying its manufacturer and the stored code words of consumables within data bank 
110 in order to determine counterfeiting). 

Referring to claim 32, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
communication indicates use of the consumable to be verified by an unauthorized party 
{column 3, line 50 - column 4, line 31 wherein the data center 100 prevents the use on 
"unallowed consumables" from non-authorized manufacturers by authenticating whether 
the consumable is from a properly authorized manufacturer, based upon the transmitted 
reference code word specific to the consumable, such that an inherent comparison must 
be made between the received consumable's code word identifying its manufacturer 
and the stored code words of consumables within data bank 1 10 in order to determine 
counterfeiting). 
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Referring to claim 33, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to address the communication for communication to 
the proper party and to control outputting of another communication comprising a 
warning message of unauthorized use to an Image forming device coupled with the 
consumable to be verified {column 3, line 50 -column 4, line 31 wherein the data center 
iOO prevents the use on "unallowed consumables" from non-authorized manufacturers 
by authenticating whether the consumable is from a properly authorized manufacturer, 
based upon the transmitted reference code word specific to the consumable, such that 
an inherent comparison must be made between the received consumable's code word 
identifying its manufacturer and the stored code words of consumables within data bank 
110 in order to determine counterfeiting). 

Referring to claim 39, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the non- 
matching received party identifier and the stored party identifier identify different parties 
{column 3, line 50 -column 4, line 31 wherein the data center 100 prevents the use on 
"unallowed consumables" from non-authorized manufacturers by authenticating whether 
the consumable is from a properly authorized manufacturer, based upon the transmitted 
reference code word specific to the consumable, such that an inherent comparison must 
be made between the received consumable's code word identifying its manufacturer 
and the stored code words of consumables within data bank 110 in order to determine 
counterfeiting). In other words, the inherent comparison taught by Pauschinger yields 
the identification of different manufacturers (i.e. different parties) in the process of 



Application/Control Number: 09/932,631 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

detecting counterfeit consumables based upon the comparison between data received 
from said consumables and those data stored in the data bank 110. 

Referring to claim 40, Pauschinger discloses the system further wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to communicate the communication to the proper party 
and wherein the communication comprises the received party identifier corresponding to 
an, unauthorized party different than the proper party {column 10, lines 39 - 43 and 62 - 
67 wherein the manufacturer at the data center [i.e. proper party] is able to identify 
customers whom are repeat offenders and those sources from which these offenders 
probably obtained a valid code word). 

Referring to claims 1, 24 and 3-8, the rationale provided in the rejections of 
claims 9-16, respectively, are incorporated herein. In addition, the systems of claims 
9-16 perform the methods of claims 1 , 24 and 3-8, respectively. 

Referring to claim 30, Pauschinger discloses the method further wherein the 
message indicates the failure of the received party identifier to match any stored party 
Identifier associated with the consumable to be verified {column 3, line 50 - column 4, 
line 31 wherein the data center 100 prevents the use on "unallowed consumables" from 
non-authorized manufacturers by authenticating whether the consumable is from a 
properly authorized manufacturer, based upon the transmitted reference code word 
specific to the consumable, such that an inherent comparison must be made between 
the received consumable's code word identifying its manufacturer and the stored code 
words of consumables within data bank 110 in order to determine counterfeiting). 
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Referring to claim 37, Pauschinger discloses the method further wherein the 
proper party is entitled to use the consumable to be verified and the unauthorized party 
is a party different than the proper party {column 10, lines 39 - 43 and column 11, lines 
39 - 58). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 26, 31, 34 - 36 and 38 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Referring to claims 26, 34 and 38, although the Applicant discloses that an 
alternative sequence of comparisons is possible wherein the sequence of comparisons 
does not effect the intended results and wherein the particular sequence of first 
comparing the consumable identifiers and then comparing the party identifiers second 
has no disclosed benefit or advantage (see Specification [page 14, lines 21 - 30]), the 
innovative limitation that distinguishes the Applicant's claim is comparing the received 
consumable identifier with the stored consumable identifier before the comparison of 
the received party identifier with the stored party identifier. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Diab etaL (U.S. Patent No. 7,234,061) disclose a method for verifying modules 
from approved vendors (see Abstract and Figs. 3 - 5). 

Matsushita etaL (U.S. Patent No. 5,132,729) disclose genuine security article 
distinguishing system for an image forming apparatus wherein the manufacturer code of 
the component part can be compared with the stored manufacturer code and a 
determination can be made as to whether the product is authentic (see Abstract and 
Figs. 4(a) and 5). 

Hirst etaL (U.S. Patent No. 5,930,553) disclose an image forming and office 
automation device consumable with memory storing information (see Abstract and Figs. 
2 and 4- 6). 

Walker etaL (U.S. Patent No. 6,494,562) disclose a method for identifying a 
sales channel wherein a replaceable printing component is of the type sold through a 
plurality of sales channels and uses a radio frequency link for receiving information 
indicative of a particular sales channel of a plurality of sales channels (see Abstract and 
Figs. 2, 4 and 5). 

One (U.S. Patent No. 7,177,553) discloses a part determination device that 
determines whether or not a replacement part is an approved part based on information 
acquired identifying the replacement part and registers individual identification 
information if in the event it has been determined that the replacement part is not an 
approved part (see Abstract and Figs. 1-5). 
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Schneider etaL (U.S. Patent No. 7,099,028) discloses a method for providing 
restricted web site access to users of certain brands of printing device replaceable 
components (see Abstract and Figs. 3 - 4). 

Miyaji (U.S. Patent No. 7,231,166) discloses a consumable goods management 
system (see Abstract and Fig. 4). 

Takemoto (U.S. Patent No. 6,625,402) discloses an information service server, 
which manages a home page that provides information about an image forming 
cartridge and a printing apparatus using the cartridge, and a printing system are 
connected to each other via a network wherein the cartridge includes nonvolatile 
memory that stores information which gains access to the home page and identifies the 
cartridge as a genuine product (see Abstract and see Fig, 4). 

Asakura (U.S. Pre-Grant Publication No. 2003/0031475) discloses a process 
unit identification method of an image forming apparatus (see Abstract and Fig. 5). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Myles D. Robinson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5944. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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